Lesson Plan Designed by: Brittney Hartley 

IDAHO magazine article: October 2003; "Disaster on the Trail,” by Jerry Branson.

Standard: Identify the role of American Indians in the development of the United States 6-12.USH1.1.3.2

Skill: Compare and Contrast 

Objective:  Students will be able to compare and contrast the reasons for conflict between Native Americans and Settlers in Idaho and the reasons for conflict between Native Americans and pilgrims in the Northeast.  

Literacy Objective:  Students will be able to create a graphic organizer based on relationships in a given piece of text.  /

Question of the Day:  For what reasons would you go to war?

Students will write down the objective in their agendas (if applicable) and will write down the question of the day in their notes/journal.  There will be a brief discussion on their answers that will lead into thinking about why the Native Americans and settlers generally did not get along.  

Prerequisite Learning:  Students will be or will have studied Native American and Settler conflicts in the 17th century in their study of U.S. History.  

Providing Stimulus Material:  Students will do the first graphic organizer activity with the class and teacher.  The teacher will read the story, explicitly stopping often to explain, ask questions, and clarify to exemplify active reading for understanding.  The students will, with the teacher’s guidance, find the main points that fit into the graphic organizer.  The blank handout and key are shown below.  

Eliciting Desired Behavior:  The students will then individually read a portion of their textbook that contains information about reasons for conflict among Native Americans and first settlers.  They will be asked to create a similar graphic organizer on their own, picking out the major reasons for tension on both sides.  This gives them both a purpose for their reading and a tool to help them organize information when reading.  Be sure to find a portion of text that includes both sides.   If your textbook does not contain such information a copy has been provided that may be used for instructional purposes.  On the bottom of their graphic organizer they create for their text, have them write down the questions with an example to help guide their comparing and contrasting thinking:


What are the similar reasons for conflict and why might they be similar?

Ex.  Both tribes of Native Americans were threatened by the diseases because Settlers carried devastating diseases


What are different reasons for conflict and why might they be different?

Ex. The Shoshone were not threatened that Settlers would take their land or betray them because they were travelling through and not settling like the English.  

Teacher should provide overheads or draw on the board different kinds of graphic organizer such as cause and effect, webs, lists, etc. so that the students can see other ways information is organized.  

Providing Feedback:  Students will then get into groups of 4 or 5, and choose one organizer, make revisions, and share with the class.  Each group member will come into the group with a piece of paper of their rough draft graphic organizer to share with the group.  Group roles include a timekeeper, presenter, artist, manager, and editor.  Encourage students to combine their graphic organizers taking the most accurate information with the most clearly demonstrated relationships.  Groups should present their organizers explaining why they demonstrated the relationship the way they did. 

Assessing the Behavior: Teacher will be sure to correct and guide at this portion to sharpen comparing and contrasting skills.  The group’s work should be displayed as models of different ways to show relationships in text.  Have students turn in their original organizers to ensure individual accountability while rewarding participation for good group work.   

Closure:  Teacher will close by tying in similarities from the Idaho Magazine article and themes that are currently being studied about conflict between Native Americans and settlers so the students will better understand the continual tension throughout United States history.  These themes should be supported throughout the course to fully explain the impact of Native Americans on United States history.  
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